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elcometo thissecond edition of theewsletter Contents
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driven by significant growth in the number of
members but also by the continuing progress in our research and sq
key engagements.

The Buchanan Inauguratiot

Towards the end of 2022nd folowing a third successeyear of steep | v
growth in our numbers, a sheterm growth strategy was put in place

a summary ofvhich you can reath these pagesTo support this, we | Our New Clan Crest......S,
will be ramping up our engagementoth with other clans and with the | the Watsons ofithernie
wider woid, and we are excited to appoint our first Clan Watson
Ambassador who will beelping to raise some awareness at various
Highland games ithe USA this year!

— One major event that took place
i lastyear was the inauguration of

\ o the first Chief of Clan Buchananil 2 KI 4 Q&4 hy = 18

= % over 300 years. As the Buchana
consider the Watsons to be a
sept of their clan, | was very proud to represent mame at
the event The inauguration weekend was an excellent
opportunity for me to have some good discussions with The
Buchanan and the management committee ofithean
association with regards to future collaboratiandit also
provided a good insight into the workings of an established
clan.

Spreading the Word.... 17

| took the opportunity whilstn Scotland to visit the burial
place of several generations of the Watson chiefly line at the
Corstorphine Parish Church on the outskirts of Edinburgh.

This edition of the newsletter sees the launch of what | hope

will be two new sees of articles. The first Meet the Clanin

GKAOK LQY AYyUiSyRAy3 G2 AYyGNRRdzOS
community in every issue. The second islitteoduction to...
ASNASas: GKS FAY 2F 6KAOK gAft 0SS (zentlakpmcsafakK | &

With The Buchanan

'daty

1A septis a clan, family or kin group that has aligned itself to a more dominant clan
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Meet the Clarseries or have an idea for a topic that could be covered irrttreduction to.. series,
pleasecontact us

'da
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convention is in the early stages of planning, and all members of our community #dtecgiebe

will be invited to attend. We are currently working on some material and timings will be announced
shortly, so watch this space!

I do hope that you find this newsletter useful and of interest. If you would like to contribute material

for a future editionor to recommend improvemeniplease do drop us a lirgethis issue has taken

far longer to produce thaplanned, and the more material thatlis@+ At 6t S GKS &22y SNJ
G2 Lzt AaK 2dzNJ §KANRH C2 NdédeytlissuSttedgage with yaurR2 y Qi K ¢
namesakeg head on over to thé-acebook groupsign up, say hello and start getting involved!

| would like to take this oppounity to wish you all the very best for 2023 and | very much hope that
you are as excited as | am to join me asst@t a transformative journey for the Clan Watson
Society!

May we flourish beyond expectations!

Shane Watson
President
The Clan Watson Sety
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OurNew Strategy

In the last @ition of The Sprouting Oakve presented our overall mission as a soci€tycreate a
clan society that is the familial homerfwWatsons the world oveiT his mission is underpinned by our
three strategic pillarg Community, Sustainability and Reseagaindour values of Kinship, Integrity
andTradition are the foundation aéverything we doYou can read more aboutfiere.

Towards theend of 2022, the
members of theFacebook 550
groupwere askeddr their
views on the future of the
Clan Watson Societyhe 250
chart to the right provides
some insight into why this
discussion was launched. As **
you can see, since the 100
Facebook group was

launched in 2009 it has been ™
slowly attracting members; 0
however, ovethe last two to
three years tlere has been steep increase in the number of people signing up, and correspondingly
in the activity levels on the group (which is great to see!). Whether this is due to the Outlander
STFSOGZ Aa RNR DSy hadicurs uk to shapdridenticyor whagharltie §éumjusd S
achieved a critical mass is not known, but there is a clear trend in the data. The curve will obviously
become an ®urve d some point rather than continue on exponentially for ever ragardlessit

does appear that we can expect to see our nunsmantinue to grow over the short to medium

term.

n/o Members

300

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

With this expected growth in mind, it is viewed as critical that the society evoitesa more
structured entity that will facilitate a scalable increais numbers whilst delivering on our mission.

It was great to see a lot of people participating in the discussion on the Facebook group, and it
proved very fruitful. There was a clear majority in favour ofastablishing the Watsons as a clan in
the longterm andsome very useful feedbadn how the membership view the shetb mid-term
picture.

It was agreed that the society should continue as it is for now, with work continuing to build the
website, a few of us researching various aspects of Watséorpisind theFacebook groupnd

website slowly accumulating members. In parallel, we will work with the Buchdoateelop the
Watsons as a sept tifieir clan, which will enable us to use their resources to reach more Watsons
that we can on our own as well as giving their organisation a more complete offering on at least one
of their septsDiscussions have also commenced whih Forbsesvith respectto some form of
collaboration.

The ultimate aim is to continue to grow the number of members in the society to the point that we
can start to arrange some of our own representation at events and to consider the appointment of a
clan commander, assuming hereditary chief is discovered.


https://clanwatson.org/pages_about_mission.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
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To be ready for a larger society, it will be necessary to start to prepare to put some structures and
policies in place to ensure everything runs smoothly once we reach a certain size.

In order to achieve these aimsshortterm growth strategy has been devised, which is comprised
of the following three pillars: Continue to Build; Collaborate; Prepare for The Future.

Continue to Build

Under this pillar, we as a society will continue with our current activities, slowiglibhg up our
numbers through organic growth, continuing to collaborate on research, promoting discussion
through the Facebook group and developing the content of the website.

Collaborate

Work with the Buchanans and the Forbesaslevelop their offeringgor the septs, taking
advantage of their extended reach to engage with more Watsons to the mutual benefit of all our
societies.

The ambition level is to ensure that their websites have a landing area for interested Watsons (and,
ultimately, each of theiother septs) that contains factual information in line with our research and
provides enough info for people to get a decent understanding of Watson history and how it ties in
with that of the gparent clan The bulk of our material will remain on the Cl&fatson website and
people will be directed there for more information or to ask detailed questions, partly to avoid
diluting the offering related to the parent society and partly so that we retain control over the fruits
of our labour.

We will also lookrito providing Watson representatives to support their clan tentsiighland
events should people be available and the host tents have enough sp&e&S( U K Maet thed & dzS Q a
Clanatrticle to meetour first Clan Watson Ambassadior

Prepare for the Future

As our numbers grow, management of the society will require a more formalised structure. This
pillar is about determining what structure is required as the group grows and formalising it, the roles
within it and the key processes necessary to ensure ittfans. Whatever structure is put in place

will need to be able to evolve as our numbers, reach and range of activities gdoessthe longer

term, it will also be necessary to investigate different funding structures to enable the society to
become trulysustainable.

How You Can Help

As part of formalising the society, we will look to put in place a structure that allows us to run the
society and maintain governance overatgivities andunding as it grows in size and expands into
different regions. We will also be looking to incseaawareness of our mission aotivho we are.

If you are either interested in helping to establish a regional chapter or in becoming a Clan Watson
YOl adl R2NE LI SlcénBct RiB ffisouss fktlled A G 1S G 2
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Meet the Clan
Michael Watson: Clan Ambassador (USA)

In this first of a new series of regular articles, we meet Michael Watson, our first Clan Ambassador.

Michael currently lives in Wapakoneta, Ohio in theg
United States, where he works as an HVAC
technician and plumber. His hobbies include
playing paintball with his boys and reading comic
books, and in his spare time he competes in ]
ScottishHighland games across the eastern USA. [

Competing can be a fetiime hobbyif you want to
really excel at the sport, but even with his family
and work commitments Michael managed an
impressive array of top finishes and a couple of
1LY | OS& Ay HnanuH AY (KSHE
ambition for the 2023 season is to bring his : a
numbeNB dzLJ Ot 24 SNJ G2 GKS /Lug , AV ns 2 0K
on the rare occasions he has to compete with thei¢ : - SRR
KSQa y20 @G22 SYol NNI aajy

eventsin 2023 Michael will be making himself
available to engage with anyone who has an
interest in learning more abouhe Clanwatson
Society, Watson history in general or who has an interest in reb@ay their own family history

2% 2559, 2 a X
Michael in Action, Proudly Sporting his Watson Ta

hyOS aAOKIStQa O02YLISGAGADBS FAEGAZNBE I NB FAYlFfA&S
Facebook group, website and monthly email update, so if you are planning on attending a clan event

Fi 6KAOK KSQREF KSYQasS iGyya IS i2AN03 Yy S NJ @2dzz LJX S asS 13

the support of some fellow Watsons will lift his spirits and give him a competitive edge!

2 SQR t2@0S (2 KSIFNJIFNRBY 20KSNB ¢K2 | NB LiihyyAiy3a 2
getting more involved in the Clan Watson Society and in helping us to reach out to new members of

2dzNJ SEGSYRSR FlYAftes SalSOAlLtte AF &2dz 6Aff KI @8
or as much effort as you like; we will providewwith a crib sheet, handouts, business cards and an

exclusive Clan Watson Ambassador tee shirt and all you need to do is talk to people!

Our aim for theMeet the Clampage is to feature a different member of our community in each issue,
a2 AF @2dzQR fA1S (2 FLIWSFNIAY | Fdzidz2NE SRAGAZY 2
Ambassador, pleasgntact us
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The Buchnan Inauguratlon

In October, | was very privileged to represent the Watsa
at theinaugurationof the first chief of the Clan Buchanal
in over 300 yearsThe event was 3 years in the planning !
and the organising committee put inteemendous
amount of research to trjo recreate inauguration
ceremonies from centuries gone by, whitsinscioughat
the ceremony also marked a new beginning for the
Buchanans as thewke the clannto the future.

The event spanned an entire long weekend with myriad
activities taking place, frora golf day to a lunch at the olg
asSrkrd 2F GKS . dzOKlylya G2
private chapela ceilidh and of course, the inauguration

ceremony itself. Peter MacDonald, Tartan Historian, Using M
Clan Watson Tartan in a Demo

AsluckwoulK I §S AGZ LQR 0221SR GKS aryYyS oSR IyR
Vice President of the Clan Buchanan Society International (CBSI). This provided the perfect
sprlngboard for me to have some very meaningful discussions on how our sociatynaidlwith
CBSI to the mutual benefit of both organisations
It also gave me immediate access to the senior
leadership of CBSI and to the family of The
Buchanan, which provided plenty of
opportunities to continue the discussions over
the course of the welkeend, anda private tour of
the Buchanan mandmnouse, which | obviously
took full advantage of!

The inauguration itself was very nicely done,
being a goof blend pomp and ceremony
mixed with more than a sprinkling of humour.

Kevin "Buck" Buchanan, Shane Watson, Lady Buchar  The presence of the Lord Lyon, Albany |-¢ra|d
Michael "Buck" Buchanan -

Extraordinaryand several other clan chiefs added to the
occasion and really drove home that we were witnessing a L
@S NE NI NB d8d Sighii obthd ot chie® in
Scotland have taken note of the rigorous preparation and t.J
format of the ceremony, so it may not be the last of its kind
that we see!

The weekend was beautifully rounded off with an impramp
dinner at the manor house the primary aim of which was to
finish off the mountain of leftover food from the formal
dinner that followed the inauguration, but which also gave ¢
good opportunity to cement new friendships and to sayne Y
goodbyes b

With Lucy Buchanan of Leny
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A Vist to Corstorphine Chrch

Whilstin Scotlandor the
Buchanan inaugurationdok
the opportunity to arrange a
private visitto Corstorphine Old
Parish Churclthe burial place of
the Watsons of Saughton for
several generations.

The church owes its existence tq
the Forrester family, who were
at one time the owners of the
lands of Corstorphine parish. Sir,
Adam Forrester was a successf
merchant in the 1% century,
was twice provost of Edinburgh
and, in1347, bought the lands of Corstorphine Parish Church

Corstorphine from William More of Abercorde obtained permission from the abbot of Holyrood
to build a chapel next to the theexisting church of St. Mary. The chapel was completed shortly
before his death in 1405 and he was fear within it, although the location of his burial place has
now been lostlt was expanded and remodelled several times overfttiewing centurieswith one
of the expansions possipblising stones from the remnants of St. Mary, and with the last major
renovations taking place in 1905.

As covered in the previous |ssuerfe Sprouting Oalthe Watsons first appear in the area in the

: early 16" century. In 1524, a John Watson had a taufk
land from the Abbot of Holyrood and in 1537 Richard
Watson acquired the lands of Saughton from the abbey
and become the first Watson of Saughton.

The Watsons were on good terms with the Esters and,
early in their rise to a position as influential landlords they
secured a burial place within the churdfhe family burial
place is in the south aisle of the church, and the first
Watson that we know of to be buried there is James

The South Aisle, Under Which Lie the
Watsons of Saughton

Watson, 3! of Saughton, who died in 1620. Two large ring
stones were placed over the burial place, presumably for
ease of access to the crypt, and one of them survives to
this day. It was relocated during the extensive renovations
in 1905 and is now set into the wallthe southern

transept. The ring stone is of key importance to those of
us that research the Watsons, as it is engraved with
JameS§) death date (1 May 1620) and carries both his arms
and those of his wife, Anna Douglas. Quite when the stone

2 An agreement whereby a tenant farmer leases a parcel of land from a landowner
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was actuallycarved we do not know, but we do know that the Watsons continueldetburied in
the family burial place in church until the close of thd'1 >

century despite interment in churches being banned
postReformation, a clear sign of their local influence.

LRTHEEORD:GODE

BONYOW- AN o<

| very much enjoyed my visit to the churand
appreciated the time for some quiet reflectioAlthough
the day started off wet, the clouds were making way fo
the sun when | arrived, so | was able to not only spend
some time studying the interior of the chelr in some
detail but also managed to take a tour of the surroundi
burial groundsNames of note were those of a handful o
Buchanans, a good number of Douglases, Hopes and 2
Ramsays, a lone Hamilton and a whole area devoted tc.
shrines to the Stenhouse faly, descendants of the ;
Stenhopes who were associated with the Watsons of
Saughton at least as far back as the beginning of tie 1
century. The parish has @axcellent websitdor the :
church on which you can see a full index of the names |
the persons buried there together with photographs of
most of the grave markers.

I can well recommend paying the church a visit if you
AY 9RAYOdZNEK FT2NJ Fyeé NBIab
0SSt dziAFdzA aSGldAyYy3IT o6dzi Al e :

final resting place of arguably the highgsbfile Waton The Ring Stone that Originally Covered th
family to those of us that are researching Watson histor Watson Burial Place

& tAGGt
Tidzy A G @

| contacted the church secretary through thek dzNJO K O and shg was éxtrefnely helpful in not
only allowing me access to the church but also in helping me to plan my visit. She was also very
interested to hear from me about the Watsons of Saughton and even offered me aspaadter
spoton their next guided tour!
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OurNew ClanCrest

In the last isseawe looked at some of the crests that have adorned the arms of various Watsons
over the past couple of centuries

Comiocie BN L 0N

1815 1818

1880 1912

Although all of them are based on the theme of a sprouting tekmost glaring difference is in the
showing (or not) of hands and their position. A quick search of the internet will throw up several
variations on the theme, many of them showing the hands grasping the sprouting branches as in the
1871 depictbn above indeed, the clan crest that we have been using to date is one of these.

With this in mind Scott Watson set about creating a new crest especially for the Clan Watson
Society based on the arms of James Watson of Saughton, the last ClaThigkst froeWI Y S a Qa
1818armsis shown above, and in both the depiction and the descriptignthe Lord Lyon is it clear

that the hands that issue from clouds are grasping the trunk.

After a few iterations, Scott produced the crest shown below in three differemiucalariants.

i
N7

(B !

clanwatson.org

You will note that when the new crest is presented in electronic documents and on the internet

will carry a clanwatson.org watermark; the hope is that once it inevitably makes it into search results

FYR ai0FNIla R2AyYy3I (0KS NRdzyRasx Yz2aid LIS2LXS 62y Qi ¢
traffic our way. When we develop promotional hands and merchandise, the watermark will be

removed.

I SIR 20S8SNJ 2 {020G0Q4& { dzo ariicle@ihe W&sSrBoatsi &f arhsRhdR | Y 2 N
our new clan crest.
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The Watsons oAithernie

This issue, as we continue our series of articles looking at prominent clusters of Watson throughout
history, we will focus on the Watseof Aithernie a shortlived but nonetheless interestg dynasty

Where isAithernie?

The estate of Aithernie was situated on the northern border of the parish of Scoonie in Fife.
Although Scoonie exists to this day, the only remnant of the estate of Aithernie still standing is a
small section of theuins of Aithernie Castl@ithernie
Castle was a stone tower house, built in the earl§) 17
Century, most probably by William Rigg, an Edinburgh
merchant. The castle was not far from Methil, which was ¢
major port, originally commissioned in 1661 and $cbty R
largest coal port by the 1930s. As Methil is just across the
Firth of Forth from Leith (Edinbun@a Y I Ay LJ2 N
have provided an alternativiecationfor a merchant such
as William Rigg tdispatchand receive cargoes.

During the reign of David | of Scotland (1£24153), the >
flryRa 2F ! AUKSNYAS 0SSt 2y3s
O 2 R Saltiiough thel821discovery of a prehistoric
graveyard on the grounds is testament to much earlier
habitation Thename Aithernie itself nght be derived from E=
the name of Saint Ethernan, although at the moment this
seems to be more conjecture than fact; it could, however, &
explainone alternative spelling ofEithernie. The Ruins ohithernie Castle

In 1160, the lands of Montrave and Aithernie wgranted to the nuns of North Berwick by Duncan,

Earl of FifeThe nunnery of North Berwick retained power over the lands of Aithetmigl 1588 The

Reformation brought an end to the Church's ownership, however, and on 20th March 1588 James VI
granted acharter secularising the property. With the consent of the prioress, Margaret Howe, the

property wastransferred toSir Alexander Howe of North Berwitke suspect that Sir Alexander

g2dzf R KIS 0SSy | NBlFaz2ylof & koytRatishe nbdfddimich S 2 F
persuasion to hand over the lands to higit Alexander died without having children in 1608, after

which Aithernie came into the possession of the Riggfamily of wealthy merchant$he last of the

Riggs of Aithernie, Thomadied in the 17 century (the exact date isnknown) and in 1670 the

lands of Aithernie were sold to a James Watson of Downfield, who became the first Watson of

Aithernie.

What of the Watsons?

James Watson of Downfield came from a line of Provosts. éh8tews. His grandfather, James,
Provost of StAndrews, died at Lambieletham in 1657, leaving two spAkexander Watson of
Denbrae and David WatsoAlexander was at the consecration feast of Bishop Burnet of Aberdeen
in 1663 and was baillie of St. Andrein 1666. He died without having children

David Watson died in 1674. James Watson of Downfieé&dson of David Watson and Eupham Lepar
(whose father John was also a Provost of St. Andremasjborn on 3 April 1645 and waerved heir
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to his grandfather in 1664 and to his father and his uncle Alexander in 1674. He bought the estate of
Aithernie in 1670James Watsoof AithernieA & R S a ONXA 6 $uRmetclant anid PrévdzOod S & a

{ o ! yrRinRedBdok df Scotland, Volumecdntinuing the theme of Watsons in the

merchant industry arounthe Firth of Forth. @ mMcn X WI YS& 61 & Apatll2adaSaa.
of the lands of Kilmany...which he had apprised from Mr. Arthur Forbes of Kijraadyalso

acquired those of Pitcruvie, Auchindoun, Bresmyalmain, with the lands of tower, in the parish of

[ FNB2S FNRY W2KYyX 9FNI 2F / NI ¢F2NR-ForheRlind A yRal & ¢ d
here, which is one that we will investigatarther in the future.

As was the case with the Watsons of Saughton, the Watsons of Aithernie also tended to marry into
prominent local families. James firstly married Jean Scott, the daughter of Sir William Scott of
Ardross, and then Mary Martin, daughtef James Martin, Minister of Ballingiyie had several

children by both, including his heir Alexander Watson of Aithernie by 2exander married

Margaret Lindsay, second daughter of David Lindsay of Edzell, and therein lay his undoing and the
beginningof the end of the Watsons of Aithernie.

Margaret and her brother David were renowned as extravagant spenders. David spent the Edzell
family fortune and was forced to part with all his estates in 1714, leaving the family castle to fall to
ruin. Alexander indsay, 2% Earl of Crawford, in his 1840 bobives of the Lindsaysecounts the

story of how Margarevisited the Edzell estate after it was sold off and had become run¥owr |

lady one day arrived at Edzell in her own coach, and drove to the cdstlevas tall and beautiful,

and dressed in deep mourning. When she came near the ancient byplgng she alighted, and

went into the chapel, for it was then open; the doors had been driven down, the stone figures and
carved work were all broken, and bonlay scattered about. The poor lady wenf and sat down

among it and wept sore at the ruin of the house, and the fall of her family; for no one doubted of her
being one of them, though no one knew who she was or where she came from. After a while, she
came out, and was driven in the coach up to the castle; she went through as much of it as she could,
for the stairs had fallen down, and the roofs had fallen in, and in one room, in particular, she stayed
a long while weeping sadly. She said the place wgsdesar to her, though she had now no rigbt t

it, and she carried some of the earth awaith her. This was Margaret of Edzell, the Lady of

' "GKSNYASE @

'Y T2Nldzy 6Stesx al NBFNBG RARYQU LI & KSSR (G2 GKS Y
her huia 6 I Y R Q aanditi llahds &€ Aithernie were eventually sold to his-Betaw, Doctor

James Smythe, in 173Blexander and Margaret appear to have had around 17 children(!), although

due to theirprofligate spending their heir, David Watson, Youngeékitfernie, was left with very

little, including the estate from which he would have inherited his title!
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An Introduction toX
Heraldry

In this first of what we hope will be a seriesimtroductory guidesto various aspects of historical
research and family histoyyve will look at some of the basic principles of heraldlith the help of
our heraldry specialist, Kev Reilly. The next editionhef Sprouting Oakill carry an article in which
we take a lod& at the various Watson coats of arms that have been matriculatdtidoCourt of The
Lord Lyon over the centuries.

LT &2dz KIS || adzo2S0O0 NBtFdGAy3a G2 FlrYAftesr {0204

3dzZA RS> 2NJ AT eedzrtigle reldting$o yourowdspatialistlopiailetsels
know!

What is Heraldry?

¢tKS 92NR GKSNIfRNEBE NBfIFGSa G2 O21Ga 27
arms and covers a wide range of topics
from their design, display and study
through to their regulation. Coats of arms
date back to medieval Europe and started
out as designs displayed on shields to
establish identity in battle. Coats of arms
evolved to denote different families and,
as hereditary ymbols, were handed down
to heirs and adopted by other family
members in various forms, some of which
we will discuss in this article.

People who are entitled to bear heraldic

arms areknownad  N¥ A 3SNE¢ VR | NB
3l AR (2 58S &F NXYA3IS 1818 Coat of Arms of James Watson of Saughton

The use of arms is regulated in the UK. In England and Wales, their use is governed by the laws of
arms, which are upheld by the Court of Chivalry that has its origins in medieval times. In Scotland,
the use ofarms is governed by the Court of the Lord Lyon, with the Public Register of All Armorial
Bearings in Scotland created in 1672 during the reign of Charles Il. Both courts can and do prosecute
people who misuse arms, so be warned!

The study of heraldic arnis an important aspect of historical research, as nearly all heads of
prominent families; lairds, barons, clan chiefs, etchad arms matriculated with the court, and the
associated records can provide useful insights into not just the arms bearersbuheir ancestry.

Elements of a Coat of Arms

In order to study coats of arms, it is almost necessary to learn a new language. When heraldry began
in England in the later part of the #2entury, the knights and their families who were the early
adoptersspoke Norman French, and this language is still used to this day to describe coats of arms.
Take this description of the coat of arms of David Watson of Saughton that was matridnla6x¢8

as an example:
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