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elcome to this second edition of the newsletter 

of the Clan Watson Society. 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀn exciting year for the society, largely 

driven by significant growth in the number of 

members but also by the continuing progress in our research and some 

key engagements. 

Towards the end of 2022, and following a third successive year of steep 

growth in our numbers, a short-term growth strategy was put in place, 

a summary of which you can read in these pages. To support this, we 

will be ramping up our engagement, both with other clans and with the 

wider world, and we are excited to appoint our first Clan Watson 

Ambassador who will be helping to raise some awareness at various 

Highland games in the USA this year! 

One major event that took place 

last year was the inauguration of 

the first Chief of Clan Buchanan in 

over 300 years. As the Buchanans 

consider the Watsons to be a 

sept1 of their clan, I was very proud to represent our name at 

the event. The inauguration weekend was an excellent 

opportunity for me to have some good discussions with The 

Buchanan and the management committee of their clan 

association with regards to future collaboration, and it also 

provided a good insight into the workings of an established 

clan. 

I took the opportunity whilst in Scotland to visit the burial 

place of several generations of the Watson chiefly line at the 

Corstorphine Parish Church on the outskirts of Edinburgh. 

This edition of the newsletter sees the launch of what I hope 

will be two new series of articles. The first is Meet the Clan, in 

ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƳ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 

community in every issue. The second is the Introduction to... 

ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜrent aspects of 

 
1 A sept is a clan, family or kin group that has aligned itself to a more dominant clan 
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ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘΗ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Meet the Clan series or have an idea for a topic that could be covered in the Introduction to... series, 

please contact us! 

LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ нлно ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ! /ƭŀƴ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ 

convention is in the early stages of planning, and all members of our community across the globe 

will be invited to attend. We are currently working on some material and timings will be announced 

shortly, so watch this space! 

I do hope that you find this newsletter useful and of interest. If you would like to contribute material 

for a future edition or to recommend improvements, please do drop us a line ς this issue has taken 

far longer to produce than planned, and the more material that is ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 

ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛǊŘΗ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ the next issue to engage with your 

namesakes ς head on over to the Facebook group, sign up, say hello and start getting involved! 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for 2023 and I very much hope that 

you are as excited as I am to join me as we start a transformative journey for the Clan Watson 

Society! 

May we flourish beyond expectations! 

Shane Watson 
President 
The Clan Watson Society 

 

mailto:president@clanwatson.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
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Our New Strategy 
In the last edition of The Sprouting Oak, we presented our overall mission as a society: To create a 

clan society that is the familial home for Watsons the world over. This mission is underpinned by our 

three strategic pillars ς Community, Sustainability and Research ς and our values of Kinship, Integrity 

and Tradition are the foundation of everything we do. You can read more about it here. 

Towards the end of 2022, the 

members of the Facebook 

group were asked for their 

views on the future of the 

Clan Watson Society. The 

chart to the right provides 

some insight into why this 

discussion was launched. As 

you can see, since the 

Facebook group was 

launched in 2009 it has been 

slowly attracting members; 

however, over the last two to 

three years there has been steep increase in the number of people signing up, and correspondingly 

in the activity levels on the group (which is great to see!). Whether this is due to the Outlander 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ōŜhaviours due to the pandemic or whether the group just 

achieved a critical mass is not known, but there is a clear trend in the data. The curve will obviously 

become an S-curve at some point rather than continue on exponentially for ever but, regardless, it 

does appear that we can expect to see our numbers continue to grow over the short to medium 

term. 

With this expected growth in mind, it is viewed as critical that the society evolves into a more 

structured entity that will facilitate a scalable increase in numbers whilst delivering on our mission. 

It was great to see a lot of people participating in the discussion on the Facebook group, and it 

proved very fruitful. There was a clear majority in favour of re-establishing the Watsons as a clan in 

the long term and some very useful feedback on how the membership view the short- to mid-term 

picture. 

It was agreed that the society should continue as it is for now, with work continuing to build the 

website, a few of us researching various aspects of Watson history, and the Facebook group and 

website slowly accumulating members. In parallel, we will work with the Buchanans to develop the 

Watsons as a sept of their clan, which will enable us to use their resources to reach more Watsons 

that we can on our own as well as giving their organisation a more complete offering on at least one 

of their septs. Discussions have also commenced with the Forbses with respect to some form of 

collaboration. 

The ultimate aim is to continue to grow the number of members in the society to the point that we 

can start to arrange some of our own representation at events and to consider the appointment of a 

clan commander, assuming no hereditary chief is discovered. 

https://clanwatson.org/pages_about_mission.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/clanwatson/
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To be ready for a larger society, it will be necessary to start to prepare to put some structures and 

policies in place to ensure everything runs smoothly once we reach a certain size. 

In order to achieve these aims, a short-term growth strategy has been devised, which is comprised 

of the following three pillars: Continue to Build; Collaborate; Prepare for The Future. 

Continue to Build 

Under this pillar, we as a society will continue with our current activities, slowly building up our 

numbers through organic growth, continuing to collaborate on research, promoting discussion 

through the Facebook group and developing the content of the website. 

Collaborate 

Work with the Buchanans and the Forbeses to develop their offerings for the septs, taking 

advantage of their extended reach to engage with more Watsons to the mutual benefit of all our 

societies. 

The ambition level is to ensure that their websites have a landing area for interested Watsons (and, 

ultimately, each of their other septs) that contains factual information in line with our research and 

provides enough info for people to get a decent understanding of Watson history and how it ties in 

with that of the άparentέ clan. The bulk of our material will remain on the Clan Watson website and 

people will be directed there for more information or to ask detailed questions, partly to avoid 

diluting the offering related to the parent society and partly so that we retain control over the fruits 

of our labour. 

We will also look into providing Watson representatives to support their clan tents at Highland 

events should people be available and the host tents have enough space (ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΩǎ Meet the 

Clan article to meet our first Clan Watson Ambassador!). 

Prepare for the Future 

As our numbers grow, management of the society will require a more formalised structure. This 

pillar is about determining what structure is required as the group grows and formalising it, the roles 

within it and the key processes necessary to ensure it functions. Whatever structure is put in place 

will need to be able to evolve as our numbers, reach and range of activities grows. Over the longer 

term, it will also be necessary to investigate different funding structures to enable the society to 

become truly sustainable. 

How You Can Help 

As part of formalising the society, we will look to put in place a structure that allows us to run the 

society and maintain governance over its activities and funding as it grows in size and expands into 

different regions. We will also be looking to increase awareness of our mission and of who we are. 

If you are either interested in helping to establish a regional chapter or in becoming a Clan Watson 

!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ contact us to discuss further! 

  

mailto:president@clanwatson.org
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Meet the Clan 
Michael Watson: Clan Ambassador (USA) 

In this first of a new series of regular articles, we meet Michael Watson, our first Clan Ambassador. 

Michael currently lives in Wapakoneta, Ohio in the 

United States, where he works as an HVAC 

technician and plumber. His hobbies include 

playing paintball with his boys and reading comic 

books, and in his spare time he competes in 

Scottish Highland games across the eastern USA. 

Competing can be a full-time hobby if you want to 

really excel at the sport, but even with his family 

and work commitments Michael managed an 

impressive array of top-5 finishes and a couple of 

1st ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ нлнн ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ . ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ Iƛǎ 

ambition for the 2023 season is to bring his 

numbeǊǎ ǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ ! ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

on the rare occasions he has to compete with them 

ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘΗ 

In addition to competing in several Highland games 

events in 2023, Michael will be making himself 

available to engage with anyone who has an 

interest in learning more about the Clan Watson 

Society, Watson history in general or who has an interest in researching their own family history. 

hƴŎŜ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Facebook group, website and monthly email update, so if you are planning on attending a clan event 

ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŜǊ ƘƛƳ ƻƴΗ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 

the support of some fellow Watsons will lift his spirits and give him a competitive edge! 

²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ in 

getting more involved in the Clan Watson Society and in helping us to reach out to new members of 

ƻǳǊ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊΩǎ όƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊύ ǘŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

or as much effort as you like; we will provide you with a crib sheet, handouts, business cards and an 

exclusive Clan Watson Ambassador tee shirt and all you need to do is talk to people! 

Our aim for the Meet the Clan page is to feature a different member of our community in each issue, 

ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ /ƭŀƴ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ 

Ambassador, please contact us! 

  

Michael in Action, Proudly Sporting his Watson Tartan 

mailto:president@clanwatson.org
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The Buchanan Inauguration 
In October, I was very privileged to represent the Watsons 

at the inauguration of the first chief of the Clan Buchanan 

in over 300 years. The event was 3 years in the planning 

and the organising committee put in a tremendous 

amount of research to try to recreate inauguration 

ceremonies from centuries gone by, whilst conscious that 

the ceremony also marked a new beginning for the 

Buchanans as they take the clan into the future. 

The event spanned an entire long weekend with myriad 

activities taking place, from a golf day to a lunch at the old 

ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴǎΩ 

private chapel, a ceilidh and, of course, the inauguration 

ceremony itself. 

As luck would ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ LΩŘ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ YŜǾƛƴ ά.ǳŎƪέ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

Vice President of the Clan Buchanan Society International (CBSI). This provided the perfect 

springboard for me to have some very meaningful discussions on how our society could work with 

CBSI to the mutual benefit of both organisations. 

It also gave me immediate access to the senior 

leadership of CBSI and to the family of The 

Buchanan, which provided plenty of 

opportunities to continue the discussions over 

the course of the weekend, and a private tour of 

the Buchanan manor house, which I obviously 

took full advantage of! 

The inauguration itself was very nicely done, 

being a good of blend pomp and ceremony 

mixed with more than a sprinkling of humour. 

The presence of the Lord Lyon, his Albany Herald 

Extraordinary and several other clan chiefs added to the 

occasion and really drove home that we were witnessing a 

ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ LΩƳ ǘƻƭd that many of the other chiefs in 

Scotland have taken note of the rigorous preparation and the 

format of the ceremony, so it may not be the last of its kind 

that we see! 

The weekend was beautifully rounded off with an impromptu 

dinner at the manor house ς the primary aim of which was to 

finish off the mountain of leftover food from the formal 

dinner that followed the inauguration, but which also gave a 

good opportunity to cement new friendships and to say some 

goodbyes.  

Kevin "Buck" Buchanan, Shane Watson, Lady Buchanan, 
Michael "Buck" Buchanan 

With Lucy Buchanan of Leny 

Peter MacDonald, Tartan Historian, Using My 
Clan Watson Tartan in a Demo 

http://www.buchananchief.org.uk/inauguration/
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A Visit to Corstorphine Church 
Whilst in Scotland for the 

Buchanan inauguration, I took 

the opportunity to arrange a 

private visit to Corstorphine Old 

Parish Church, the burial place of 

the Watsons of Saughton for 

several generations. 

The church owes its existence to 

the Forrester family, who were 

at one time the owners of the 

lands of Corstorphine parish. Sir 

Adam Forrester was a successful 

merchant in the 14th century, 

was twice provost of Edinburgh 

and, in 1347, bought the lands of 

Corstorphine from William More of Abercorn. He obtained permission from the abbot of Holyrood 

to build a chapel next to the then-existing church of St. Mary. The chapel was completed shortly 

before his death in 1405 and he was buried within it, although the location of his burial place has 

now been lost. It was expanded and remodelled several times over the following centuries, with one 

of the expansions possibly using stones from the remnants of St. Mary, and with the last major 

renovations taking place in 1905. 

As covered in the previous issue of The Sprouting Oak, the Watsons first appear in the area in the 

early 16th century. In 1524, a John Watson had a tack2 of 

land from the Abbot of Holyrood and in 1537 Richard 

Watson acquired the lands of Saughton from the abbey 

and become the first Watson of Saughton. 

The Watsons were on good terms with the Forresters and, 

early in their rise to a position as influential landlords they 

secured a burial place within the church. The family burial 

place is in the south aisle of the church, and the first 

Watson that we know of to be buried there is James 

Watson, 3rd of Saughton, who died in 1620. Two large ring 

stones were placed over the burial place, presumably for 

ease of access to the crypt, and one of them survives to 

this day. It was relocated during the extensive renovations 

in 1905 and is now set into the wall in the southern 

transept. The ring stone is of key importance to those of 

us that research the Watsons, as it is engraved with 

JamesΩǎ death date (1 May 1620) and carries both his arms 

and those of his wife, Anna Douglas. Quite when the stone 

 
2 An agreement whereby a tenant farmer leases a parcel of land from a landowner 

Corstorphine Parish Church 

The South Aisle, Under Which Lie the 
Watsons of Saughton 
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was actually carved we do not know, but we do know that the Watsons continued to be buried in 

the family burial place in church until the close of the 18th 

century despite interment in churches being banned 

post-Reformation, a clear sign of their local influence. 

I very much enjoyed my visit to the church and 

appreciated the time for some quiet reflection. Although 

the day started off wet, the clouds were making way for 

the sun when I arrived, so I was able to not only spend 

some time studying the interior of the church in some 

detail but also managed to take a tour of the surrounding 

burial grounds. Names of note were those of a handful of 

Buchanans, a good number of Douglases, Hopes and 

Ramsays, a lone Hamilton and a whole area devoted to 

shrines to the Stenhouse family, descendants of the 

Stenhopes who were associated with the Watsons of 

Saughton at least as far back as the beginning of the 16th 

century. The parish has an excellent website for the 

church on which you can see a full index of the names of 

the persons buried there together with photographs of 

most of the grave markers. 

I can well recommend paying the church a visit if you are 

ƛƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ 

ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ 

final resting place of arguably the highest-profile Watson 

family to those of us that are researching Watson history. 

I contacted the church secretary through the ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ and she was extremely helpful in not 

only allowing me access to the church but also in helping me to plan my visit. She was also very 

interested to hear from me about the Watsons of Saughton and even offered me a guest speaker 

spot on their next guided tour! 

  

The Ring Stone that Originally Covered the 
Watson Burial Place 

https://www.corstorphineoldparish.org.uk/history/graveyard-records/index-of-surnames/
https://www.corstorphineoldparish.org.uk/
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Our New Clan Crest 
In the last issue we looked at some of the crests that have adorned the arms of various Watsons 

over the past couple of centuries 

                     

Although all of them are based on the theme of a sprouting oak, the most glaring difference is in the 

showing (or not) of hands and their position. A quick search of the internet will throw up several 

variations on the theme, many of them showing the hands grasping the sprouting branches as in the 

1871 depiction above; indeed, the clan crest that we have been using to date is one of these. 

With this in mind, Scott Watson set about creating a new crest especially for the Clan Watson 

Society based on the arms of James Watson of Saughton, the last Clan Chief. The crest from WŀƳŜǎΩǎ 

1818 arms is shown above, and in both the depiction and the description by the Lord Lyon is it clear 

that the hands that issue from clouds are grasping the trunk. 

After a few iterations, Scott produced the crest shown below in three different colour variants. 

   

You will note that when the new crest is presented in electronic documents and on the internet it 

will carry a clanwatson.org watermark; the hope is that once it inevitably makes it into search results 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ 

traffic our way. When we develop promotional handouts and merchandise, the watermark will be 

removed. 

IŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ {ǳōǎǘŀŎƪ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ article on the Watson coats of arms and 

our new clan crest. 

  

1818 1815 1871 1880 1912 1913 

https://insperatafloruit.substack.com/p/can-i-use-the-clan-watson-coat-of
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The Watsons of Aithernie 
This issue, as we continue our series of articles looking at prominent clusters of Watson throughout 

history, we will focus on the Watsons of Aithernie, a short-lived but nonetheless interesting dynasty. 

Where is Aithernie? 

The estate of Aithernie was situated on the northern border of the parish of Scoonie in Fife. 

Although Scoonie exists to this day, the only remnant of the estate of Aithernie still standing is a 

small section of the ruins of Aithernie Castle. Aithernie 

Castle was a stone tower house, built in the early 17th 

Century, most probably by William Rigg, an Edinburgh 

merchant. The castle was not far from Methil, which was a 

major port, originally commissioned in 1661 and ScotƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

largest coal port by the 1930s. As Methil is just across the 

Firth of Forth from Leith (EdinburghΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƻǊǘύΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

have provided an alternative location for a merchant such 

as William Rigg to dispatch and receive cargoes. 

During the reign of David I of Scotland (1124 ς 1153), the 

ƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ !ƛǘƘŜǊƴƛŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ά{ǘŜǇƘŀƴǳǎ ŘŜ !ƛŘŜǊƴŜȅ ŘŜ 

ŎƻŘŜƳέ, although the 1821 discovery of a prehistoric 

graveyard on the grounds is testament to much earlier 

habitation. The name Aithernie itself might be derived from 

the name of Saint Ethernan, although at the moment this 

seems to be more conjecture than fact; it could, however, 

explain one alternative spelling of άEithernieέ. 

In 1160, the lands of Montrave and Aithernie were granted to the nuns of North Berwick by Duncan, 

Earl of Fife. The nunnery of North Berwick retained power over the lands of Aithernie until 1588. The 

Reformation brought an end to the Church's ownership, however, and on 20th March 1588 James VI 

granted a charter secularising the property. With the consent of the prioress, Margaret Howe, the 

property was transferred to Sir Alexander Howe of North Berwick. We suspect that Sir Alexander 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊŜǎǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛkely that she needed much 

persuasion to hand over the lands to him! Sir Alexander died without having children in 1608, after 

which Aithernie came into the possession of the Riggs, a family of wealthy merchants. The last of the 

Riggs of Aithernie, Thomas, died in the 17th century (the exact date is unknown) and in 1670 the 

lands of Aithernie were sold to a James Watson of Downfield, who became the first Watson of 

Aithernie. 

What of the Watsons? 

James Watson of Downfield came from a line of Provosts of St. Andrews. His grandfather, James, 

Provost of St. Andrews, died at Lambieletham in 1657, leaving two sons ς Alexander Watson of 

Denbrae and David Watson. Alexander was at the consecration feast of Bishop Burnet of Aberdeen 

in 1663 and was baillie of St. Andrews in 1666. He died without having children. 

David Watson died in 1674. James Watson of Downfield, the son of David Watson and Eupham Lepar 

(whose father John was also a Provost of St. Andrews), was born on 3 April 1645 and was served heir 

The Ruins of Aithernie Castle 
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to his grandfather in 1664 and to his father and his uncle Alexander in 1674. He bought the estate of 

Aithernie in 1670. James Watson of Aithernie ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎful merchant and Provost of 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎέ ƛn the Red Book of Scotland, Volume 9¸ continuing the theme of Watsons in the 

merchant industry around the Firth of Forth. .ȅ мспфΣ WŀƳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ-part 

of the lands of Kilmany...which he had apprised from Mr. Arthur Forbes of Kilmany, and also 

acquired those of Pitcruvie, Auchindoun, Bresmyre, Balmain, with the lands of tower, in the parish of 

[ŀǊƎƻΣ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴΣ 9ŀǊƭ ƻŦ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ-Forbes link 

here, which is one that we will investigate further in the future. 

As was the case with the Watsons of Saughton, the Watsons of Aithernie also tended to marry into 

prominent local families. James firstly married Jean Scott, the daughter of Sir William Scott of 

Ardross, and then Mary Martin, daughter of James Martin, Minister of Ballingry. He had several 

children by both, including his heir Alexander Watson of Aithernie by Jean. Alexander married 

Margaret Lindsay, second daughter of David Lindsay of Edzell, and therein lay his undoing and the 

beginning of the end of the Watsons of Aithernie. 

Margaret and her brother David were renowned as extravagant spenders. David spent the Edzell 

family fortune and was forced to part with all his estates in 1714, leaving the family castle to fall to 

ruin. Alexander Lindsay, 25th Earl of Crawford, in his 1840 book Lives of the Lindsays, recounts the 

story of how Margaret visited the Edzell estate after it was sold off and had become rundownΥ άŀ 

lady one day arrived at Edzell in her own coach, and drove to the castle. She was tall and beautiful, 

and dressed in deep mourning. When she came near the ancient burying-place she alighted, and 

went into the chapel, for it was then open; the doors had been driven down, the stone figures and 

carved work were all broken, and bones lay scattered about. The poor lady went in, and sat down 

among it and wept sore at the ruin of the house, and the fall of her family; for no one doubted of her 

being one of them, though no one knew who she was or where she came from. After a while, she 

came out, and was driven in the coach up to the castle; she went through as much of it as she could, 

for the stairs had fallen down, and the roofs had fallen in, and in one room, in particular, she stayed 

a long while weeping sadly. She said the place was very dear to her, though she had now no right to 

it, and she carried some of the earth away with her. This was Margaret of Edzell, the Lady of 

!ƛǘƘŜǊƴƛŜέΦ 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ƘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŦǊƛǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 

her huǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ, and the lands of Aithernie were eventually sold to his son-in-law, Doctor 

James Smythe, in 1735. Alexander and Margaret appear to have had around 17 children(!), although 

due to their profligate spending their heir, David Watson, Younger of Aithernie, was left with very 

little, including the estate from which he would have inherited his title! 
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An Introduction toΧ 

Heraldry 
In this first of what we hope will be a series of introductory guides to various aspects of historical 

research and family history, we will look at some of the basic principles of heraldry with the help of 

our heraldry specialist, Kev Reilly. The next edition of The Sprouting Oak will carry an article in which 

we take a look at the various Watson coats of arms that have been matriculated by the Court of The 

Lord Lyon over the centuries. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ ƻǊ ¦Y ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘe an article relating to your own specialist topic, please let us 

know! 

What is Heraldry? 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƘŜǊŀƭŘǊȅέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻŀǘǎ ƻŦ 

arms and covers a wide range of topics 

from their design, display and study 

through to their regulation. Coats of arms 

date back to medieval Europe and started 

out as designs displayed on shields to 

establish identity in battle. Coats of arms 

evolved to denote different families and, 

as hereditary symbols, were handed down 

to heirs and adopted by other family 

members in various forms, some of which 

we will discuss in this article. 

People who are entitled to bear heraldic 

arms are known as άŀǊƳƛƎŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀǊƳƛƎŜǊƻǳǎέΦ 

The use of arms is regulated in the UK. In England and Wales, their use is governed by the laws of 

arms, which are upheld by the Court of Chivalry that has its origins in medieval times. In Scotland, 

the use of arms is governed by the Court of the Lord Lyon, with the Public Register of All Armorial 

Bearings in Scotland created in 1672 during the reign of Charles II. Both courts can and do prosecute 

people who misuse arms, so be warned! 

The study of heraldic arms is an important aspect of historical research, as nearly all heads of 

prominent families ς lairds, barons, clan chiefs, etc. ς had arms matriculated with the court, and the 

associated records can provide useful insights into not just the arms bearer but also their ancestry. 

Elements of a Coat of Arms 

In order to study coats of arms, it is almost necessary to learn a new language. When heraldry began 

in England in the later part of the 12th century, the knights and their families who were the early 

adopters spoke Norman French, and this language is still used to this day to describe coats of arms. 

Take this description of the coat of arms of David Watson of Saughton that was matriculated in 1673 

as an example: 

1818 Coat of Arms of James Watson of Saughton 
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